The Perfect
Aspect




A% &

.

.<‘}:

e perfect aspect is not limited to a single

tense like the present pertfect or past pertect or

resent perfect continuous.
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lt‘IS a cohﬁcept a way of lookmg at an
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S - > dWs completed actions with relevance to now.
= ~ The action has already happened or started in the past,
~ butits result is significant now.

\é‘ieXa(:t date isn’t the focus — the connection to the

~ presentis.
een here since June. = =
5 has visited . - |
- E.g. They have already finish r homework.
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~ Use the present perfect continuous when you want to focus on how long
somethlng has been happening. =

The actlon began in the past, continues up to now, and the length of tlme
18 1mportant -

E g Shesbeen walkzng jerhourse. - oo v ol | : —

E g I ve been talkzng on the phone all mornzng e e e
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- The past perfect looks back from a time in the past to a

-'timebefore that.

Flrst one action happened, then another later in the
past and the past perfect helps show the correct

order.
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The past perfect continuous focuses on the duration of an action before

a moment in the past.

~

d before that past po

The emphas

t.

1mn

inue

10N cont

how long the act

1S 1S O

E.g. She'd been doing the same job for fifteen years before she was promoted.

o

E.g. I had been waiting for an hour when the train finally arrived.

ing

ining.

rnoon before it started ra

Simased

v = ~



yhows an action that will be completed
efore a certain future point.

Sho

next week, we will have finished the project.

g

~

d of the year, she will have written ~ Past  Present

ated before moving abroad.
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I have
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X mon

t the school for 5 years.

here for ten years.
ing a

ing

2035, I'll have been |

E.g. Next year, they ll have been traveling around Europe for s

e

g. By June, she’ll have been teach

lasted by a certain future time.
The focus is the length of time, not just completion.

Use the future perfect continuous to focus on how long an act

-
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"].‘}Théperfe_ct infinitive uses (to) have + past participle and

-'follow’s otherverbs.

Kt .

5

~ Ttlooks back to an earlier time from the speaker’s point of

~ view.
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ears to have misunderstood the instructions.

aven't received your letter. It may have got lost in the post.
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B The.perfect aspect shows that one action happens
- before another reference point — whether that point is
~in the present, the past, or the future.

| 'We use. _

« £, ..‘

Present perfect to connect the past to now.

fPast perfect to show which action happened first in the past.
- Future perfect to look back from a future moment.
,'Contlnuous forms to empha31ze duration.

. Perfect 1nf1n1t1ves to look back from another Verb or
- \:.f.fj;‘;;_,V1ewp01nt

Past

Past

- Past

Present: -

Present
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