INDIRECT
QUESTIONS
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Indirect questions are used:

GOOD MANNERS o in professional situations

 when we are speaking to people we don't know

wlﬂ you... ? TO SHOW RESPECT AND POLITENESS,
e when we want to ask questions in a more formal way

11'.'||.r‘rr

PLEASE USE THESE EXPRESSIONS

Wuuld }!nu !

Wo J T f door r;.'f me?

WHEN MAKING REQUESTS.

@ &

Would you please ?
Would you plense open

Could you (plear.e) ?

Could you open the door?
ld you please open the door?

Would you be wiling to
come to our school and
What do you think . give a lecture?
we should write '
next?

Could you pOSSlbl}' 2
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Would you kmdly ¢

Would you please
share your

Would you kindly open the

experience with
us?

Would you mind...?

Would you mind opening the door?

Wnuld }"ﬂ'll be so l(lﬂd as to...? , - We were wondering if you could
sl - send us a brochure with your
Would you be so kind as to open the door? , newest products?




Indirect questions start with an opening phrase:

e Can/Could you tell me...

e Do you mind me asking...

e Do you know...

e | wonder... / | was wondering...
e Would you like telling me...

e |'d like to know...

e.g. Could you tell me what the dress code in the office is?
e.qg. I'd like to know what time the meeting starts.



Direct Question: Do you need this chair?)

Indirect questions Indirect Question: | was wondering if you need this chair.h
have intonation of
a statement Direct Question: Does he work from home? )

Indirect Question: Do you know if he works from home. h



Question words
what/where/when/
who/whose/why/how
are used to introduce
the question

Who is your best friend?
Would you like telling me who your best friend is?

Where is Derek?
| wonder where Derek is.

How old are you?
Do you mind me asking how old you are?

Where are you from?
Can you tell me where you're from?



Is Mike married?
Could you tell me if Mike is married.

In a general question
g . Could you tell me whether Mike is married.

we'll need another

conjunction: Do you have a full-time job?
if/wheth I'd like to know if you have a full-time job.
I/whether I'd like to know whether you have a full time job.



How do you spend your evenings?
| was wondering how you spend your evenings.
AUXI|IaI‘Ie.S How does she spend her evenings?
do/does/did | was wondering how she spends her evenings.
are omitted , |
Why did you leave your last job?
Do you mind me asking why you left your last job?



e Indirect questions start with an opening phrase.

e Indirect questions have intonation of a statement.

e Question words what/where/when/who/whose/why
are used to introduce the question.

Let's sum up! e In case of a general question, we’ll need the

conjunction if/whether to introduce the question.

o Auxiliaries do/does/did are omitted.

e Remember to use the correct verb form for Past
Simple and Present Simple 3d person singular.
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